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Harlequin and Pierrot. Eternal Celebrations – Spirit of the Interwar Era
Commedia dell’arte images in the work of Latvian Modernist painters.
Carnivals organized by Latvian artists.

Photographs and costumes from the collection of Alexandre Vassiliev
4 June 2021 – 27 February 2022
The Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum

Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26 (entry through the courtyard, 5th floor)

Riga, LV-1050, Latvia

From 4 June 2021 to 27 February 2022, the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum in Riga (Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26) presents the exhibition Harlequin and Pierrot. Eternal Celebrations – Spirit of the Interwar Era. Commedia dell’arte images in the work of Latvian Modernist painters. Carnivals organized by Latvian artists. Photographs and costumes from the collection of Alexandre Vassiliev.
Masks, though not carnival ones, have become part of our everyday lives. The Spanish flu was raging a century ago, and in the wake of the horrors of World War I, people were yearning for joy and merriment. Balls, carnivals, dance evenings, events in honour of various reasons – reading both Latvian and foreign press of that time gives the impression that the 1920s and 1930s were a continuous celebration, one long party between two world wars. The French poet and artist Jean Cocteau called this period “eternal 14 July” – the date of the French national holiday, marking the anniversary of Bastille’s capture, which is considered a symbolic moment of birth of the French Republic. Latvians did not lag behind – in the 1920s and 1930s, every corporation, every association, even government institutions regularly held carnivals. Artists, of course, did the same.
The carnivals organized by artists in Riga during the two decades were titled A Night in the Latin Quarter, In the Castle of the Werewolf, A Benedictine Cloister etc., while in Paris at that time happened The Transmental Ball, The Banal Ball, Ball of Four Arts. Stories about them conjure up at the exhibition the festive atmosphere of the bygone era. The outline is illustrated by original photographs of the events and their reproductions. Thanks to fashion historian Alexandre Vassiliev (Александр Васильев) and his collection, costumes ever worn at Riga carnivals are also on display.

Photographs and news articles about the costumes at the carnivals show that the most popular masks were those of Pierrot, Columbine and Harlequin – the classical images from Italian commedia dell’arte. Each of mentioned characters had its own history, origins, meaning and symbolic nature. Many artists depicted these figures over the course of the centuries, and among them were 20th-century Modernists – Pablo Picasso, Juan Gris, Henri Matisse, Marc Chagall, Amedeo Modigliani, Gino Severini, and others. Harlequin was clever and wise, while Pierrot was kind and melancholic. In artworks, Pierrot often symbolized the tragic perception of the world, but during the interwar period, his image took on new moods which allegorically embodied the pessimism of the “lost generation”. Such contradictory symbolism of images fit in well with the ambivalent nature of Art Deco style and interwar art in general, featuring a rebirth of classical tradition in combination with the radical Modernism of the early 20th century, desire for pleasure and disappointment in ideals. Latvian Modernists were part of these trends, as is seen in the art of Romans Suta, Aleksandra Beļcova, Ludolfs Liberts, Jānis Muncis and other authors whose oeuvre is presented at this exhibition.
The artworks and other objects on show come from the Graphic Art Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art, the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum, the Museum of Writing and Music, the Alexandre Vassiliev Foundation, and private collections.
Text by Natalya Yevseyeva
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EXHIBITION CURATORS:

Dr. art. Natalya Yevseyeva (Наталья Евсеева), Head of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum / The Latvian National Museum of Art / Riga, Latvia
Ph: (+371) 67 288800, E: Natalja.Jevsejeva@lnmm.lv
Dr. art. Aleksey Petukhov (Алексей Петухов), Senior Researcher of the Department of 19th and 20th Century European and American Art / The Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts / Moscow, Russia
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Romana Sutas un Aleksandras Beļcovas muzejs

TWITTER: @RSunABmuzejs

INSTAGRAM: @RSunABmuzejs
#lnmm

#MansMuzejs

The Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum / Riga, Elizabetes iela 57a, Apt. 26

Attention! The visit to the Museum currently is possible only with prior registration by phone (+371) 67 288800 or e-mail sbm@lnmm.lv.

OPENING HOURS:

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays 11.00–18.00, ticket office 11.00–17.45

Tuesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Sundays, Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
2,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,00 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 2,50–4,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.
HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. LNMA museums are open only to individual visitors or members of one household.

3. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a face mask.

4. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the use of a face mask.

5. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept, information in visual instructions, as well as instructions from museum staff must be followed.
6. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

7. Each museum has set a maximum number of visitors who can be in the building at the same time, providing at least 25 m² of space per person.

8. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

9. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

10. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention, and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current coronavirus in COVID-19 section on museum’s homepage: http://www.lnmm.lv/en/visit/covid_19.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Romans Suta. Harlequin with Guitar. 1923. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

2.
Aleksandra Beļcova. Sketches of Harlequin figures. 1923. Indian ink on paper. 
Collection of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum. Scanned image
3.
Romans Suta. Artist Jānis Plase with His Girlfriend. 1927. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum. Photo: Normunds Brasliņš

4.
Ludolfs Liberts. Fool. Costume sketch for the Nikolai Tcherepnin ballet Pavillion d’Armide. 1930. 

Watercolour and gouache on paper. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity photo
5.
Romans Suta. Design for a man’s costume for the Igor Stravinsky ballet Pulcinella. 1933. 
Watercolour and pencil on paper. Collection of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum. Scanned image
6.
Aleksandra Beļcova, Romans Suta, Austra Ozoliņa-Krauze, Marta and Oto Skulme at the Masquerade Ball. Early 1920s. Photosalon Klio. Collection of the Romans Suta and Aleksandra Beļcova Museum. Scanned photograph
Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press

The Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357527

GSM: (+371) 26 593495

E: pr.service@lnmm.lv
I: www.lnmm.lv
Twitter: www.twitter.com/lnmm_muzejs
4
____________________________________________________________________________________

Harlequin and Pierrot. Eternal Celebrations – Spirit of the Interwar Era

Commedia dell’arte images in the work of Latvian Modernist painters.

Carnivals organized by Latvian artists. Photographs and costumes from the collection of Alexandre Vassiliev
/ LNMA – SBM / 04.06.2021–27.02.2022 /

