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Skārņu iela 10, Riga
Media tour of exhibition on 14 October 2022 at 10.00

Registration of participants: 09.30–10.00

From 14 October 2022 to 13 January 2023, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design in Riga (Skārņu iela 10) presents the exhibition Hand-crafts introducing the most brilliant Latvian textile art masters of the 1960s–1980s.

The exhibition Hand-crafts invites its viewers to explore the heritage of Latvian textile art from the perspective of the 21st century. The artworks from the storage of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design (MDAD) were selected to represent different generations of artists and provide an insight into the development of Latvian textile art. This choice has resulted in a diverse, colourful and bright parade of individual creative artistic achievements.

The guiding motif of the exhibition is the rya technique, also called the Nordic technique (in Latvia also called Ziemeļnieku tehnika), whose origins are to be found in the works of craftswomen and home weavers. This technique was originally used for making rugs and warm, piled wall hangings, over time becoming an essential means of artistic expression in the creation of modern textile works. It not only gives variety to the surface textures of the textiles, but also highlights the outline of the composition, creates three-dimensional volume, achieves a play of light and shade and variations of colour tones, expressing the author’s idea with more sensitivity.

“The title of the exhibition contains several meanings. Firstly, while working on the exposition, we looked through the rich textile art collection with the aim of showing viewers a group of original works that have not been seen in exhibitions for years. Secondly, we wanted to make this exhibition from a historical perspective and take a look at the origins of modern textile art,” says Rūta Rinka, Curator of the Textile and Leather Art Collection at MDAD.

Artistic weaving developed alongside Latvian professional applied arts and the early 20th century axiom about unified design of space and environment where textiles were integrated in a unified interior composition.

In the early 20th century, weaving skills could be acquired in Latvia in a variety of handicrafts and weaving courses. In 1909, courses of artistic weaving were opened by a guest from Sweden, a specialist in various weaving techniques, Hildur von Etolen. The following year, she took part in the exhibition of Latvian artists’ works with several textiles woven in the rya technique. Etolen herself lived and worked in Latvia for only a short time, but her students continued to popularise the master’s weaving skills. Possibly, that is when the participants of the courses first learned about this way of weaving which was so popular in the Nordic countries. Later rya technique was taught in professional crafts and applied art schools.

Already in the 1920s, Milda Klēbaha’s workshop offered modern rugs and other interior design items in the Nordic technique. A similar workshop was opened by Elga Kivicka. In the 1920s–30s, designs for rugs and wall hangings in the rya technique were also drawn by Jūlijs Madernieks and Arvīds Dzērvītis.
Textile art grew in prominence in the late 1960s and early 70s, when young artists, the recent graduates of the Textile Department of the Art Academy of Latvia, experimented with the material, techniques and spatiality of textiles, started producing textile objects with relief and volume. New possibilities of artistic expression in the creation of contemporary decorative works were found through the use of ancient techniques of handicrafts and weaving. Alongside ornamental compositions, works which were decorative and at the same time abstract in their intention were being made with increasing frequency.
To realise their ideas, textile artists often used a combination of several techniques, including the Nordic technique. Piles could either cover almost the entire field of the composition or become a small but significant accent on the even surface of the tapestry. In the late 1960s, architect and painter Georgs Barkāns also took up textile art, and it is in his textiles where the surfaces woven in the tapestry technique are often complemented with piles in the Nordic technique.
The presented selection from the collection also highlights other weaving skills which are less known and out of use today – on display are works made in the most common and ancient kind of fabric, plain weave, where the soft, fluffy, unspun wool has been used to create striking, modern textile works. Several wall hangings have been made in the now already forgotten short-pile technique.

The exhibition includes the most outstanding works of textile art from the collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design created by Rūdolfs Heimrāts (1926–1992), Vera Viduka (1916–1994), Milda Klēbaha (1906–1975), Erna Ošele (1915–2005), Ella Ūdre-Dviele (1904–1990), Zenta Logina (1908–1983), Elīza Atāre (1915–1993), Georgs Barkāns (1925–2010), Arvīds Priedīte (1946) and other artists.
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The Museum of Decorative Arts and Design / Skārņu iela 10, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 11.00–17.00, ticket office 11.00–16.45

Wednesdays 11.00–19.00, ticket office 11.00–18.45

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,50 EUR

Schoolchildren, students, seniors:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. The museum recommends its visitors to wear a medical face mask or respirator. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 may use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.

3. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept.
4. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

5. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Vera Viduka (1916–1994). Summer. 1985. Wool, linen, rya, author’s technique. 
Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Riga. Publicity photo

2.
Rūdolfs Heimrāts (1926–1992). Butterflies of Jāņkalni. 1974. Wool, linen, mixed technique. 

Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Riga. Publicity photo

3.
Zenta Logina (1908–1983), Elīza Atāre (1915–1993). Hymn to Life. 1974. Wool, linen, author’s technique. Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Riga. Publicity photo
4.
Arvīds Priedīte (1946). The Door. 1977. Wool, linen, mixed technique. 
Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Riga. Publicity photo

5.
Ella Ūdre-Dviele (1904–1990). The Big Tree. 1984. Wool, linen, rya. 
Collection of the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Riga. Publicity photo
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