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To Say the Unsayable
Inta Celmiņa. Paintings
17 February – 29 May 2022
The main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art / 2nd floor, right wing

Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia

Media tour of exhibition on 16 February 2022 at 14.00

Registration of participants: 13.30–14.00. Safe event *

To Say the Unsayable, the solo exhibition of Inta Celmiņa, will be on view from 17 February to 29 May 2022 in the right wing of the 2nd floor of the main building of the Latvian National Museum of Art in Riga (Jaņa Rozentāla laukums 1).

Inta Celmiņa presented herself in art in the 1970s, achieving a secure place in the cultural history of Latvia. The solo exhibition at the Latvian National Museum of Art summarizes fifty years of creativity, reflecting the stylistic variability of her painterly manner.

Inta Celmiņa’s favorite motif is music, which she compares to the art of colour: “If the music is perceived by hearing, and the sounds that enter the mind are completely abstract, then it is just as easy to observe the colour combinations without immediately looking for clarity in the story. You have to enjoy and wait until the twines of sound or colour create an echo in the senses and reveal the artist’s idea.” Inta Celmiņa explores the possibilities of depicting the impression of sound on canvas in both music-related themes and landscape motifs, painting musicians and discussing with them the social tasks and compositional interconnections of classical music and visual art.

The artist’s compositions of the 1970s are based on the contrasts of areas, highlighting gray-white accents on a dark background, but gradually her manner approaches the impetuous rhythms of music. Along with the expression of brush strokes in the 1990s, painting gained greater forms and strong expression of coloured areas. Inta Celmiņa’s intentions follow from the quote: “To say the unsayable. There are impressions from nature, sketches with formal explorations and attempts to divide the subject into constituent parts to finally show it as a whole.”
About the artist
Inta Celmiņa was born in 1946 in Riga. Studied at Janis Rozentāls Riga Secondary School of Art (1957–1964), the Art Academy of Latvia’s (AAL) Faculty of Pedagogy (1964–1969), earning a master’s degree in art (2001). She has participated in exhibitions since 1969. Inta Celmiņa is a member of the Artists’ Union of Latvia since 1976. Worked as an art teacher at Riga Secondary School of Applied Art (1969–1976), as a senior lecturer at the AAL Faculty of Pedagogy (1969–1970, 1976–1988). Lecturer at the International College of Practical Psychology (2003–2007), from 2006 – associate professor.

In 2020, Inta Celmiņa was awarded a lifetime grant from the State Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia, in 2011 – the Order of the Three Stars, which is the highest state decoration in Latvia. Her works are held by the Latvian National Museum of Art, Daugavpils Mark Rothko Art Centre, Tukums Museum, Madona Museum of Regional Studies and Art, Janis Rozentāls Saldus Museum of History and Art, Zuzeum, collections of the Artists’ Union of Latvia, the State Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow, the Lithuanian National Museum of Art in Vilnius, the Museum Ludwig and the Jeane Freifrau von Oppenheim collection in Cologne, as well as private collections in Latvia and abroad.
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OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–17.00, ticket office 10.00–16.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
NB! (this ticket gives you access to all permanent displays)
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Schoolchildren:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Every museum visitor from the age of 7 must wear a medical face mask or unvalved respirator with a level of safety FFP2 – FFP3 or KN95. Children between the ages of 7 and 11 are able to use non-medical (fabric) masks. Please use a face mask correctly, covering the nose and mouth, throughout the visit.
3. LNMA museums do not provide services to people who do not comply with epidemiological safety requirements, including the correct use of a face mask.

4. During the visit, a distance of 2 meters from other visitors and museum staff must be kept. If possible, a one-way flow of visitors is organized in the museum premises to ensure the distance of 2 meters.

5. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

6. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.

7. Before visiting the LNMA, please check out our latest guidelines regarding prevention and risk reduction regarding transmission of the current Covid-19 coronavirus in the Safe visit to the museum section on LNMA’s homepage: https://www.lnmm.lv/en/safe-visit.
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Inta Celmiņa. Trio. 1978. Oil on canvas. Collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art. Publicity photo

2.
Inta Celmiņa. A Princess with a House. 1983. Oil on canvas. Property of the artist. Publicity photo
3.
Inta Celmiņa. The King and the Queen. 1990. Oil on canvas. Property of the artist. Publicity photo
4.
Inta Celmiņa. Water. 2020. Oil on canvas. Property of the artist. Publicity photo
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