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MASS  MEDIA  RELEASE

Riga, 1 March 2024 [last update: 07.03.2024]
Suzani. A Story of an Embroiderer
9 March – 5 May 2024
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Great Exhibition Hall
Doma laukums 6, Riga

Media tour of exhibition on 8 March 2024 at 11.00

Registration of participants: 10.30–11.00

From 9 March to 5 May 2024, the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) invites to visit an exhibition Suzani. A Story of an Embroiderer.
Embroidery is one of the most elaborate forms of traditional art in Uzbekistan. Historically, it was an integral part of a girl’s dowry and often used in home interiors. Nowadays, it is also an important design and fashion element. Suzani is a large decorative textile wall hanging usually made from cotton or silk cloth and embroidered with silk threads. The term derives from the Persian word ‘suzan’ meaning needle.
There are many distinctive styles in various areas of Uzbekistan, and each differs in patterns and techniques. The Tashkent school, in particular, is distinguished by its originality, represented by two main centres – Tashkent and Pskent. By the 1980s, the tradition of making Tashkent embroidered panels palyaks was forgotten. In the early 2000s, the leading masters were mainly engaged in the revival of the techniques and ornamentation of the Nurata, Bukhara, and Shakhrisabz schools of embroidery. In many ways, the oversight of Tashkent school was due to the complex technological feature of making palyaks: their background, same as the patterned motifs, should be covered with embroidery, which means that the continuous sewing technique was to be used. This was difficult, costly, and time-consuming.
Despite all these challenges, craftswoman Madina Kasimbaeva took up the task. She is the only embroiderer in Uzbekistan who has been successfully reviving the traditions of the Tashkent school of embroidery for many years. In her works, Madina uses a complex technique of crochet embroidery with a needle – ‘yurma’ and a ‘bosma’.
The exhibition Suzani. A Story of an Embroiderer is the joint project by Dr. Binafsha Nodir and Madina Kasimbaeva, dedicated to the revival and continuity of the traditions of the Tashkent school of embroidery. As part of this project, the authors attempted to present a detailed process of creating suzani: from a composition sketch to a complete embroidered panel.

In the work exhibited at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE, Madina Kasimbaeva has designed her Universe with the largest rosette in the middle of the composition representing the Sun, while the smaller ones around it – the planets. The artwork encompasses an idea of the unbreakable bond between man and nature. Every craftswoman uses the same patterns, nevertheless, each has an individual style, and each creates personal Universe.
The 8-meter-long suzani placed in the centre of the hall was made by Madina Kasimbaeva and 15 of her mentees for three and a half years. It is the largest of its kind ever created in Uzbekistan. Latvia is the first destination of display outside of Uzbekistan.

About the authors of the project
PhD Binafsha Nodir – art historian, curator, a senior research fellow at the Institute of Art Studies of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan, editor-in-chief of San’at (Art) magazine of the Academy of Arts of Uzbekistan. She specializes in traditional applied arts, in particular textiles, and is an author of over 50 articles, catalogues, album-books as well as a curator of many projects. The most important exhibitions: The Light of a Distant Star, The Mystery of Magic Threads (dedicated to the revival of Tashkent traditional embroidery), The Thread that Connected Generations (dedicated to the traditions of Uzbek silk weaving), In Search of the Lost Paradise (dedicated to the revival of Uzbek printed cloth), while projects The Birth of a Suzani and Heaven’s Will or a Story of an Embroiderer were dedicated to Uzbek embroidery and the oeuvre of the craftswoman Madina Kasimbaeva.
In 2021, Binafsha Nodir was nominated “Best Art Expert of the Year” in TOP-ART – 2021 in Uzbekistan, but in 2023 was the curator of the IV Tashkent International Biennale of Applied Arts.
Madina Kasimbaeva is one of the leading specialists in Uzbek embroidery, achieving mastery in several regional styles. She is a member of the Association of Creative Artists of Uzbekistan, member of the Uzbekistan National Union of People's Craftsmen and Artisans Hunarmand (since 2007) and a founder of the brand Suzani by Kasimbaeva.
In 2016, Madina Kasimbaeva won the Best Crafts Person of Uzbekistan prize for her extraordinary work and contribution to Uzbek applied arts traditions. The master has been awarded the Shukhrat medal by the Government of Uzbekistan in 2019. Madina Kasimbaeva has represented the applied arts traditions of Uzbekistan in exhibitions in Europe, Asia, and America. Author’s works are presented at the British Museum and in private collections.
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Exhibition concept:

PhD Binafsha Nodir, Madina Kasimbaeva / Uzbekistan
Exhibition curators:

PhD Binafsha Nodir, art historian, curator, Editor-in-Chief of San’at (Art) magazine of the Academy of Arts of Uzbekistan / Uzbekistan
Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art / Latvia

Ph: (+371) 60 001 344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.lv
Graphic design:

Kristīne Jansone, Visual Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / 

Latvian National Museum of Art

Film:

Muhammadrasul Yuldashev, director / Uzbekistan
Istedod Usmanov, cameraman / Uzbekistan
Mukhitdin Ali, producer / Uzbekistan
Animation Madina’s Universe:

PhD Binafsha Nodir, author of the concept
Shukhrat Kayumov, director / Uzbekistan
Technical solutions, construction:

Rūdolfs Cunskis, Raitis Upens, Emīls Murziņš, Kārlis Baumanis
Event and education programme:

Vita Ozoliņa, Ieva Velberga, Curators of Education / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Exhibition communication:

Anete Brakša, Communication Specialist / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art
Special thanks to:
H.E. Kadambay Sultanov, Māra Lāce, Daiga Upeniece, Reinis Joņins, Jaloldin Kuziboev, Vita Birzaka, Zuhra Inat
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
TWITTER: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION: 
NB! (this ticket allows you to visit the entire museum)

Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
6,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
3,00 EUR

Pupils:
2,00 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

PRESS IMAGES (please request if needed in a larger resolution)
1.
Palyak – embroidered wall panel. Detail. Late 19th – early 20th century. Cotton, silk and wool threads. 
Collection of the State Museum of Arts of Uzbekistan. Photo: Natalya Nesterova

2.
Madina Kasimbaeva, textile artist, one of the leading specialists in Uzbek embroidery. Photo: Mukhitdin Ali
3.
Dr. Binafsha Nodir, Uzbek art historian and curator. Photo: Natalya Nesterova

Press release prepared by:
Natalie Suyunshalieva

Head of Press

The Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 527

GSM: (+371) 26 593 495

E: pr.service@lnmm.lv
I: www.lnmm.lv
Twitter: www.twitter.com/lnmm_muzejs
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