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Southeast Asian Art Collection
21 April 2023 – 14 April 2024
Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Asian Art Gallery (3rd floor)

Doma laukums 6, Riga

From 21 April 2023 till 14 April 2024, the Southeast Asian Art Collection is on display at the Asian Art Gallery on the 3rd floor of the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE in Riga (Doma laukums 6) offering a small insight into the rich cultural heritage of Southeast Asia, full of colours, patterns, materials, techniques, symbols, and traditions.
Southeast Asia is one of the most diverse parts of the world, where over the centuries local traditions have merged with the neighboring cultures of India, China, Australia, and Oceania. The cultural heritage of the region has been influenced by both historical maritime trade routes and European colonial powers.
Objects from these distant lands are rarely found in the Baltic States. The collection of the Latvian National Museum of Art (LNMA) had only a few items until the second half of the 20th century. In the 1970s and 1980s, the museum acquired 28 handicrafts from Laos, Cambodia, Viet Nam, and Thailand. Nevertheless, at the beginning of the 21st century, significant gifts were received from Indonesian and Thai embassies, various institutions and individuals.

Now the LNMA collection of Southeast Asian art, with 114 artworks, represents six of the eleven countries – Indonesia, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Viet Nam, and Myanmar. The Indonesian collection is the largest – 76 items, located in two halls. It shows the skills of craftsmen, unique techniques, materials and traditions cultivated over centuries. Wax batik covered with intricate patterns, the ritual dagger keris and the most ancient type of puppet theatre wayang are inscribed in the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

For the first time, Lao textiles, made in matmii and supplementary weft or chok techniques, as well as ritual vessels are displayed. Together with artworks from Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar, and Viet Nam they reflect the interactions of Southeast Asian cultures.

Project manager and exhibition curator:
Baiba Uburģe, Curator of Foreign Decorative and Applied Arts Collection / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 67 357 531, E: Baiba.Uburge@lnmm.lv
Exhibition curator:

Kristīne Milere, Exhibition Curator / Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Latvian National Museum of Art

Ph: (+371) 60 001 344, E: Kristine.Milere@lnmm.lv
INTERNET SOURCES:

www.lnmm.lv
FACEBOOK: Mākslas muzejs RĪGAS BIRŽA
TWITTER: @MuzejsRigaBirza
INSTAGRAM: @makslasmuzejsrigasbirza
#lnmm

#RigasBirza

#MansMuzejs

Art Museum RIGA BOURSE / Doma laukums 6, Riga, Latvia

OPENING HOURS:

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays 10.00–18.00, ticket office 10.00–17.30

Fridays 10.00–20.00, ticket office 10.00–19.30

Closed on Mondays

The museum is closed on all public holidays: 1 January, Good Friday, Easter, Midsummer Eve and Day (23–24 June), Christmas (25–26 December), 31 December.

ADMISSION:
Reduced individual admission fee for groups of 10 or more people.

Free admission for the person in charge of the group.

Adults:
3,00 EUR

Students, seniors:
1,50 EUR

Pupils:
0,50 EUR

Family ticket (1–2 adults with 1–4 children or family having many children): 5,00–7,00 EUR

Free admission for LNMA Annual ticket holders.

Free entry is also for: pre-school children; orphans or children not under parental care (valid status identification card required); children with a disability up to 18 years, 1st and 2nd group disabled persons (valid status identification card required) and one person accompanying either a child with a disability up to 18 years or a 1st or 2nd group disabled person; pupils of Latvian art schools or professional secondary art schools (valid status identification card required); full-time students of the Art Academy of Latvia (valid status identification card required); students attending institutions of professional secondary education or colleges who are studying or receiving training in visual or applied art, design, cultural history, museology, architecture, restoration as part of their studies or training (on submission of a written application to the museum director at least one day earlier); employees of Latvian museums (valid status identification card required); members of the International Council of Museums (ICOM, valid status membership card required); members of the Latvian Artists’ Union (valid status identification card required); Friend of the LNMA card holders; media representatives who are covering museum events (valid status identification card required); group (no less than 10 persons) leaders – guides or teachers; Ukrainian citizens by presenting an identity document or other document proving Ukrainian citizenship; everyone on the international event Museum Night from 19.00; all visitors to the permanent display on the last Sunday of every month and on International Museum Day – 18th May.

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES AT THE MUSEUM:

1. Please do not visit the museum, if you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, or if you must be in self-isolation, home quarantine or strict isolation. The museum has the right to prohibit the entry to the museum to persons with signs of respiratory infection and ask them to leave the museum.

2. Please use contactless payment and bank cards or register on Mobilly mobile app and conveniently purchase tickets on your phone.

3. Please take care of hand disinfection. Museums’ premises and surfaces are regularly cleaned and disinfected.
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Puppet Rama from the Epic Ramayana. Detail. 21st c. Java, Indonesia. 
Hide, acrylic, gold leaves, horn. LNMA collection. Publicity photo
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